
altered vital conditions and altered vital conditions are stimuli
—the pathologist who does not wish to confine his observa-
tions to purely superficial symptomatology must seek to pene-
trate into the nature of the general reactions to stimulation
in living organisms. In this field we expect much from patho-
logic investigation, which alone has abundant material at its
command. But this will take place only when pathology adds
to the histologie direction of the investigation that of experi-
mental physiology" (page 72).

Abwehrfermente des tierischen Organismus gegen K\l=o"\rper,\x=req-\
blutplasma- und zellenfremde Stoffe, ihr Nachweis und ihre
diagnostische Bedeutung zur Pr\l=u"\fung der Funktion der ein-
zelnen Organe. Von Emil Abderhalden, Direktor des Physiolog-
ischen Institutes der Universit\l=a"\tzu Halle a.S. Second Edition.
Paper. Price, 5.60 marks. Pp. 199, with 12 illustrations. Berlin:
Julius Springer, 1913.

This is the second edition of the monograph issued a short
time ago under the title of "Schutzfermente," the new title
being selected in deference to the fact that the defensive
action of the enzymes concerned in reaction to foreign sub-
stances does not invariably lead to a complete protection, as

might be implied by the title "Schutzfermente." The value of
this monograph lies in the fact that it represents a study of
the fundamental processes of immunity from the standpoint
of a progressive, biological chemist. As nearly all the work
that has been done in this field, which is essentially chemical,
has been accomplished by bacteriologists and pathologists who
have had but slight appreciation of the chemical aspects of
their work, it is not strange that a chemist finds many possi-
bilities which his predecessors have overlooked. Professor
Abderhalden is unusually gifted in his presentation of scien-
tific work to general readers, and this book, like all his other
writings, is interesting reading. The medical man who wishes
to keep in touch with the advances of immunity will find
profit and pleasure in Professor Abderhalden's latest summary
of bis work and ideas in this field.

Ionic Medication. The Principles of the Method and an Account
of Clinical Results Obtained. By H. Lewis Jones, M.D., Consulting
Medical Officer to Electrical Department in St. Bartholomew's Hos-
pital. Cloth. Price, $1.50 net. Pp. 151. Philadelphia : P. Blakis-
ton's Son & Co., 1913.

This little book gives an unexaggerated, scientific statement
of the principles and of the practice of ionic medication, and,
unlike so many books, it has a reason for existence, for it
is practically the only book on the subject. Ionic medication
has a field of usefulness and the book is recommended as
worthy of study.
Hysterie. Zur Frage \l=u"\berdie Entstehung hysterischer Symp-

tome Von Dr. J. M. Raimist, Leiter der Nervenabteilung des j\l=u"\di-
schen Hospitals in Odessa. Paper. 3.50 marks. Pp. 101. Berlin:
S. Karger, 1913.

This is a dissertation on the origin of hysteric symptoms,
based on a few eases as observed by the author. No new

message will be found here, but a reiteration of what many
have long contended, namely, that hysteria is an emotional
disorder causing physical symptoms. That symptoms often
disappear when the patient's attention is diverted from his
malady has also been known for ages.

Ueber Halluzinosen der Syphilitiker. Von Privatdozent Dr.
Felix Plaut, Wissenschaftlichem Assistenten der Psychiatrischen
Universit\l=a"\tsklinik in M\l=u"\nchen.Paper. Price 5.60 marks. Pp.116. Berlin: Julius Springer, 1913.
In this interesting monograph the author makes an attempt

to differentiate a certain type of hallucinatory psychosis
occurring in syphilis of the nervous system from general
paresis and the tabetic psychoses. He makes use of the new
laboratory aids (1) Wassermann in blood, (2) Wassermann
in cerebrospinal fluid with increasing quantities, according to
Nonne-Hauptmann, (3) lymphocyte count, and (4) Nonne's
globulin test. Having observed clinically, over long periods of
time, cases that gave positive laboratory reactions of syph-
ilis of the nervous system, but not the clinical signs of general
paresis, tabetic psychosis or alcoholic paranoia, he concluded
that the mental disturbances, chiefly of a hallucinatory char-
acter, belong to syphilis proper. He cautiously advances the

view that such hallucinatory disturbances might be caused by
the syphilitic poison in the same way as the gross physical
lesions. The monograph is very suggestive; the histories are
complete and the conclusions quite conservative. Perhaps one
of the most instructive portions of the book is that in which
the new laboratory aids in the diagnosis of brain syphilis are
discussed.

Medicolegal
Manslaughter Is Such Neglect of Infant as to Cause Its Death
—Duty of Poor Person as to Procuring Medical Aid for

Child or Stepchild
(Stehr vs. State (Neb.), 139 N. W. R. 67G)

The Supreme Court of Nebraska affirms a conviction of the
defendant Stehr of manslaughter by negligently causing the
death of his stepson, a child about 4 years of age, for which
he was sentenced to the penitentiary for a term of from one
to ten years. The court says that it appeared that the child,
called "Kauri,," was to some extent afflicted with bed-wetting;that one very cold night, after a day of "blizzard," the defen-
dant allowed the fire to go out altogether, although he had a
small supply of coal; and, sometime during the night, he dis-
covered that Kaurt had wet the bed; that the bedding was
frozen stiff, and that the room was full of frost; that snow
had drifted through the crack of the door, and through a
broken window-pane, and the bedding on all of their beds was
frozen still'. Notwithstanding this situation, the defendant
built no fire, and, as stated by him, he turned the bed-tick
over on which Kaurt slept, and again placed the child in the
bed alone, where he lay until the next morning. Shortly after
this, and as early as the fifth day following, it was discovered
that the child's feet had been frozen, and hud begun to show
signs of discoloration. Mrs. Stehr stated that the child's feet,
looked gray and somewhat green in spots. The defendant
(hereupon applied hot water and dressed the feet with cloths
saturated with petrolatum. . No physician was consulted or
called until the sixteenth day after the freezing, at which
time the child's feet were so badly decomposed that the stench
arising therefrom had become unbearable. The defendant's
wife then went to a merchant, with whom they were trading,
and inquired for a German doctor. One was recommended,
and lie called to see the child, but declined the case because
the defendant had no money. Another German physician was
called, who on the same evening visilcd the child und also
declined the case, but recommended that the city physician
be notified of the situation. On the following day the city
physician, who was a skilful surgeon, called at the defendant's
house, examined the child, found a gangrenous condition of its
feet, and informed the defendant that amputation was abso-
lutely necessary. Meanwhile one of the county commissioners,
who was active in securing assistance for the poor, furnished
the defendant with a supply of coal und other necessaries,and arranged for the amputation. The child was taken to the
home of a professional nurse, and on the following day the
operation was performed und everything possible was done for
the relief of the child. It was found, however, that sepsis or
blood-poisoning had developed to such an alarming extent that
a recovery was impossible, and on the twenty-second day after
the freezing the child died.
The court says that it must be observed that the questionactually submitted to the jury was whether or not the defend-

ant was criminally negligent in failing to provide medical
care for his stepson after he discovered the frozen condition
of the child's feet. It was contended that the defendant was
an ignorant German, unable to speak the language of this
country, was without means to procure medical assistance,
and therefore was not responsible for his neglect. The evi-
dence showed, however, that he was a fairly intelligent man:
that he was surrounded by his friends and neighbors, all of
whom could speak both German and English; tout lie failed
to mention the child's condition, or inform them of his heces-
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